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legislatures, central and local, that these commissioners are an anachronism, and must go ?—I do not know that I have any particular information on the subject.
221.	Sir Arthur Froom : Roughly speaking, it was
about ten years ago that a movement was started by
Government to try and make these district boards
stand on their own legs;   was not that so ?—You
mean as- regards membership.
222.	As  regards   not   having   an   official   chair-
. man, and so on ?—Rather more than  ten  years,
really.
 223.	During that period have you noticed that the
administration of these district boards has- improved
at all with experience ?—No, there is not any im
provement in the way of the administration of a town;
there is nothing but building more schools or building
more roads or building more hospitals.
 224.	They look after education and sanitation ; do
not you call that administration ?    They look after
roads, or they should look after roads.    To put the
question in another way, is the position as regards
the efficient or inefficient administration of district
boards the same to-day as it was ten years ago ?    Is
there any improvement ?—There has been improve
ment to this extent, that there has been more money
to spend on these various subjects;   otherwise the
thing has gone on in exactly the same way.
 225.	As the district boards have levied taxes up
to the hilt (as I think you told us a short time ago)
has there been an improvement in the various, things
they administer, or has the improvement been com
mensurate with the increased income they get from
their taxation ?—They have got more of everything.
They have more roads and more schools, but I do not
know that the roads or the schools are any better
than they used to be.
 226.	Has Government got any remedy for this
state  of   affairs?    How   are-these  district -boards
going to go on if they do not improve ?—It is not
admitted that any improvement in that respect is
called for.
227.	They are very good, then ?—Their functions
are   so   undetailed,   if   1   can   use   that expression
that	
•"" 228. Has your provincial Government, at any time during the past ten years, found it necessary to take back to their control the administration of any subject which previously had been delegated to the district boards ? Has that happened in the case of any one of the district boards, or two or three or more ?—I cannot recollect any such instance. They have taken back actual roads or schools, but simply for financial reasons, to relieve district boards of some part of their burden.
229.	The Chairman : I want to follow this.    When
we were in the Bombay Presidency we were given
(among our other material) a number of instances
in which the department of Local Self-Government
had for the time being suspended or taken over the
work of certain local bodies because, unfortunately,
they had not operated in the opinion of the authorities
in, a sufficiently satisfactory way to be given con
tinued responsibility.    I think that was the point
-was it not ?
Sir Arthur Froom :   Yes.
230.	The Chairman :  What I am not clear about
is this.   Is there such a power in  the Punjab, and
has there beeu any occasion in recent years  to
exercise it ?—There is a power of complete super-
«ession of all local bodies, but that power has never
been exercised in respect of a district board and
only once that I know of in respect of a municipal
•committee.
231.	Sir Arthur Froom : The object of my question
is this,   I want to learn, as I suppose my colleagues
*do.   You have stated that the staff of the district
boards are extraordinarily inefficient and always have
been inefficient.   How then are they going to *et
out of the muddle ?    If you have an inefficient staff
there must be a muddle.    How are you going to get
Any improvement ?   What is to be the future of the
 district board ? I was astonished to hear the staff was extraordinarily inefficient and I gather from the replies always will be. What is the future of the district boards in trying to carry on local self-government on these lines ?—As I explained before, the remarks as to inefficiency of staff and so on were chiefly concerned with urban areas. With regard to district board staffs, I should say that the charge of inefficiency would lie chiefly against the engineering staff, and there is some improvement gradually being made in the class of men who are now obtained as district engineers, and the work has improved in this respect.
 232.	Sir Arthur Froom :   It is a question of pay, I
expect ?—Yes, largely.
 233.	And your Government has no control over
the amount that any district board pays its engineer ?
—Not as to a minimxim, no.    The minimum pay for
district engineers is not prescribed.

 239.	Sir Zulfiqar AH Khan :   Do you think non-
communal electorates for district boards are working
satisfactorily ?—On the whole very satisfactorily.
 240.	It hinders the interests of no community ?—
No.
 241.	Are   there   any   municipalities   with   mixed
electorates ?—Yes, large numbers.
 242.	What is the result with regard to communal
representation ?—Have you not a copy of the state
ment showing the .composition of local bodies ?    I
think from a calculation I made some months ago,
that in places where there are not communal elec
torates the results have been very much the same as
they would have been had there been  communal
electorates.
 243.	You think that the result of mixed elections
is more satisfactory, and that the communities have
no complaint whatever for want of due representa
tion ?—In a few isolated cases there are complaints
that one community or another has  not got  the
representation that it deserves, but taken as a whole
I should not say that there is general dissatisfaction
with the .arrangements in municipalities  in which
there are not communal electorates.
244.	There  are   no   glaring   instances   in   which
Muhammadan interests have suffered ?—I cannot call
any to mind now.    There was one small country town
in which no Muslim member had ever been elected
since the beginning of time.
•245. Which  was  that ?—It   was   a  town   called Kartapur.
 246.	It has no Muslim member now ?—It has some
now, but from the beginning of time it never had had.
That, however, is an exceptional case.    I know of no
other case like it.
 247.	Can you tell me if there was another muni
cipality which caused much heart-burning to a sister
community,  where the Muhammadans  were given
over and above their due share in the representa
tion ?—They were not given more than they were
entitled  to   according to that formula  which has
been explained ; in fact they were given less than
Lahore.
 248.	Then what caused the offence on the part of
the Hindu members ?—I suppose they were annoyed
at no longer being able to command a majority on
the committee.
Raja Narendra Naih : They never did so.
249.	Sir Zulfiqar AH Khan : Does your experience
point to the fact that this system of election has
causeVi  disruption  of  ties  in  families,   where,   for
example, two members of .the family are competing
for the same seat, and there is disruption of that
family tie, or even of friendship ?—No. I have never
heard of instances of that sort.
Sir Zulfiqar AH Khan :. That is very strange I
250.	Lord Bwnham : You have made some caustic
remarks, which I am not saying are not justified
because I do not know, upon the inefficiency of local
boards.   For my own information could you tell me

